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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The Department of Agriculture has 
submitted the following information 
collection requirement(s) to Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Comments are 
requested regarding: whether the 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of burden including 
the validity of the methodology and 
assumptions used; ways to enhance the 
quality, utility and clarity of the 
information to be collected; ways to 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

Comments regarding this information 
collection received by May 11, 2026 will 
be considered. Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be 
submitted within 30 days of the 
publication of this notice on the 
following website www.reginfo.gov/ 
public/do/PRAMain. Find this 
particular information collection by 
selecting ‘‘Currently under 30-day 
Review—Open for Public Comments’’ or 
by using the search function. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number and the agency informs 
potential persons who are to respond to 
the collection of information that such 
persons are not required to respond to 
the collection of information unless it 

displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

Rural Utilities Service 
Title: Substantially Underserved Trust 

Areas (SUTA), 7 CFR 1700, Subpart D. 
OMB Control Number: 0572–0147. 
Summary of Collection: The 2008 

Farm Bill (Pub. L. 110–246, codified at 
7 U.S.C. 906f) authorized the 
Substantially Underserved Trust Area 
(SUTA) initiative. The SUTA initiative 
gives the Secretary of Agriculture 
certain discretionary authorities relating 
to financial assistance terms and 
conditions that can enhance the 
financing possibilities in areas that are 
underserved by certain Rural Utilities 
Service (RUS) electric, water and waste, 
telecommunications and broadband 
programs. The SUTA initiative 
identifies the need for the program and 
improves the availability of RUS 
programs to reach trust areas when they 
are determined by the Secretary of 
Agriculture (such authority has been 
delegated to the Administrator of RUS) 
to be substantially underserved, as set 
forth in the regulations at 7 CFR part 
1700, subpart D. RUS programs that are 
affected by this provision include: Rural 
Electrification Loans and Guaranteed 
Loans, New ERA and PACE Loans and 
Grants and High-Cost Energy Grants; 
Water and Waste Disposal Loans, 
Guaranteed Loans and Grants; Rural 
Broadband Loans, Loan/Grant 
Combinations, and Loan Guarantees; 
Community Connect Program and Rural 
eConnectivity Program. 

Need and Use of the Information: 
RUS provides loans, loan guarantee and 
grant programs for rural electric, water 
and waste, and telecommunications and 
broadband infrastructure. Eligible 
applicants notify RUS in writing, at the 
time of application, that it seeks 
consideration under the requirements of 
7 CFR 1700, subpart D. The data 
covered by this collection are those 
materials necessary to allow the agency 
to determine applicant and community 
eligibility, and an explanation and 
documentation of the high need for the 
benefits of the SUTA provisions. 
Without this information RUS would 
not be able to make a prudent loan 
decision. 

Description of Respondents: State, 
Local or Tribal Government. 

Number of Respondents: 72. 
Frequency of Responses: Reporting: 

On occasion. 

Total Burden Hours: 2160. 

Levi S. Harrell, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06790 Filed 4–8–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Food and Nutrition Service 

Child Nutrition Programs: Income 
Eligibility Guidelines 

AGENCY: Food and Nutrition Service, 
USDA. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: This notice announces the 
Department’s annual adjustments to the 
Income Eligibility Guidelines to be used 
in determining eligibility for free and 
reduced-price meals, free milk, and 
Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer 
(EBT) benefits for the period from July 
1, 2026 through June 30, 2027. These 
guidelines are used by schools, 
institutions, and facilities participating 
in the National School Lunch Program 
(and Commodity School Program), 
School Breakfast Program, Special Milk 
Program for Children, Child and Adult 
Care Food Program, and Summer Food 
Service Program, as well as for States 
and Indian Tribal Organizations that 
administer the Summer EBT for 
Children Program. The annual 
adjustments are required by section 9 of 
the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act. The guidelines are intended 
to direct benefits to those children most 
in need and are revised annually to 
account for changes in the Consumer 
Price Index. 
DATES: July 1, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Penny Burke, Program Monitoring and 
Operational Support Division, Child 
Nutrition Programs, Food and Nutrition 
Service, United States Department of 
Agriculture, 1320 Braddock Place, Suite 
401, Alexandria, Virginia 22314. Tel. 
(720) 822–8597. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
action is not a rule as defined by the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 
601–612) and thus is exempt from the 
provisions of that Act. 

In accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3507), 
no recordkeeping or reporting 
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requirements have been included that 
are subject to approval from the Office 
of Management and Budget. 

The affected programs are listed in the 
Assistance Listings (https://sam.gov/) 
under No. 10.553, No. 10.555, No. 
10.556, No. 10.558, and No. 10.559 and 
are subject to the provisions of 
Executive Order 12372, which requires 
intergovernmental consultation with 
State and local officials. (See 2 CFR part 
415). 

Background 

Pursuant to sections 9(b)(1), 
13A(h)(2), and 17(c)(4) of the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act (42 
U.S.C. 1758(b)(1), 42 U.S.C. 1762(h)(2), 
and 42 U.S.C. 1766(c)(4)), and sections 
3(a)(6) and 4(e)(1)(A) of the Child 
Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
1772(a)(6) and 1773(e)(1)(A)), the 
Department annually issues the Income 
Eligibility Guidelines for free and 
reduced-price meals for the National 
School Lunch Program (7 CFR part 210), 
the Commodity School Program (7 CFR 
part 210), School Breakfast Program (7 
CFR part 220), Summer Food Service 
Program (7 CFR part 225), and Child 
and Adult Care Food Program (7 CFR 
part 226), free milk in the Special Milk 
Program for Children (7 CFR part 215), 
and program benefits in the Summer 
EBT Program (7 CFR part 292). These 
eligibility guidelines are based on the 
Federal income poverty guidelines and 
are stated by household size. The 
guidelines are used to determine 
eligibility for free and reduced-price 
meals, free milk, and Summer EBT 
benefits in accordance with applicable 
program rules. 

Definition of Income 

In accordance with the Department’s 
policy as provided in the Food and 

Nutrition Service publication, Eligibility 
Manual for School Meals, ‘‘income,’’ as 
the term is used in this notice, means 
income before any deductions such as 
income taxes, Social Security taxes, 
insurance premiums, charitable 
contributions, and bonds. It includes the 
following: (1) monetary compensation 
for services, including wages, salary, 
commissions or fees; (2) net income 
from nonfarm self-employment; (3) net 
income from farm self-employment; (4) 
Social Security; (5) dividends or interest 
on savings or bonds or income from 
estates or trusts; (6) net rental income; 
(7) public assistance or welfare 
payments; (8) unemployment 
compensation; (9) government civilian 
employee or military retirement, or 
pensions or veterans payments; (10) 
private pensions or annuities; (11) 
alimony or child support payments; (12) 
regular contributions from persons not 
living in the household; (13) net 
royalties; and (14) other cash income. 
Other cash income would include cash 
amounts received or withdrawn from 
any source including savings, 
investments, trust accounts, and other 
resources that would be available to pay 
the price of a child’s meal. 

‘‘Income,’’ as the term is used in this 
notice, does not include any income or 
benefits received under any Federal 
programs that are excluded from 
consideration as income by any 
statutory prohibition. Furthermore, the 
value of meals, milk, or EBT benefits to 
children shall not be considered as 
income to their households for other 
benefit programs in accordance with the 
prohibitions in section 12(e) of the 
Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act and section 11(b) of the 
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
1760(e) and 1780(b)). 

The Income Eligibility Guidelines 

The following are the Income 
Eligibility Guidelines to be effective 
from July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027. 
The Department’s guidelines for free 
meals and milk, and reduced price 
meals were obtained by multiplying the 
year 2026 Federal income poverty 
guidelines by 1.30 and 1.85, 
respectively, and by rounding the result 
upward to the next whole dollar. 

This notice displays only the annual 
Federal poverty guidelines issued by the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services because the monthly and 
weekly Federal poverty guidelines are 
not used to determine the Income 
Eligibility Guidelines. The chart details 
the free and reduced price eligibility 
criteria for monthly income, income 
received twice monthly (24 payments 
per year), income received every two 
weeks (26 payments per year), and 
weekly income. 

Income calculations are made based 
on the following formulas: monthly 
income is calculated by dividing the 
annual income by 12; twice monthly 
income is computed by dividing annual 
income by 24; income received every 
two weeks is calculated by dividing 
annual income by 26; and weekly 
income is computed by dividing annual 
income by 52. All numbers are rounded 
upward to the next whole dollar. The 
numbers reflected in this notice for a 
family of four in the 48 contiguous 
States, the District of Columbia, Guam, 
and the territories represent an increase 
of 2.6 percent over last year’s level for 
a family of the same size. 

Authority: Section 9(b)(1) of the 
Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758 (b)(1)). 
BILLING CODE 3410–30–P 
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Patrick A. Penn, 
Deputy Under Secretary, Food, Nutrition, and 
Consumer Services. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06842 Filed 4–8–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–30–C 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Food and Nutrition Service 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Proposed Collection; 60-Day 
Public Comment Request for the Study 
Food Price Data Collection in the Non- 
Contiguous States and U.S. Territories 

AGENCY: Center for Nutrition Policy and 
Promotion (CNPP), Food and Nutrition 
Service (FNS), United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this 
notice invites the general public and 
other public agencies to comment on 
this proposed information collection for 
the Food Price Data Collection in the 
Non-Contiguous States and U.S. 
Territories Study. This is a new 
information collection request. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Food and 
Nutrition Service (FNS) uses 
information on current food prices for 
several applications related to research, 
policy, and consumer education. 
Accurate food price data are crucial for 
informing federal nutrition and 
agricultural policies such as the Thrifty 
Food Plan (TFP), which estimates the 
cost of a healthy diet. The purpose of 
this study is to fill a gap in existing food 
price data by collecting and estimating 
the prices of foods and beverages in the 
TFP market basket in seven States and 
Territories: Alaska, American Samoa, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands (CNMI), Hawaii, Guam, 
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before June 8, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Comments may be sent to: 
Kevin Kuczynski, Food and Nutrition 
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
1320 Braddock Place, Floor 4, Suite 
4080, Alexandria, VA 22314. Comments 
may also be submitted via email to 
kevin.kuczynski@usda.gov. Comments 
will also be accepted through the 
Federal eRulemaking Portal. Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov and follow 
the online instructions for submitting 
comments electronically. 

All responses to this notice will be 
summarized and included in the request 
for Office of Management and Budget 
approval. All comments will be a matter 
of public record. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of this information collected 
should be directed to Kevin Kuczynski 
by phone at 703–305–2153 or email at 
kevin.kuczynski@usda.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Comments 
are invited on: (a) Whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions that were 
used; (c) ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and (d) ways to minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including use of appropriate 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or 
other technological collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology. 

Title: Food Price Data Collection in 
the Non-Contiguous States and U.S. 
Territories. 

Form Number: Not applicable. 
OMB Number: 0584–NEW. 
Expiration Date: Not yet determined. 
Type of Request: New collection. 
Abstract: The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) uses information on 
current food prices for several 
applications related to research, policy, 
and consumer education. An important 
application of data on food prices is in 
calculating cost adjustments to the 
Thrifty Food Plan (TFP) to reflect the 
food prices in specific areas of the 
country as required by law. Retail 
scanner data reflect the best source of 
information on food prices currently 
available for adjusting the cost of the 
TFP to reflect local food prices. 
However, existing retail scanner data in 
specific locations are limited— 
particularly in the U.S. Territories of 
Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, American Samoa, and 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands (CNMI)—and increasing levels 
of aggregation present in the scanner 
data could limit future analyses for 
Alaska and Hawaii. 

The purpose of this study is to answer 
the question, ‘‘What are the prices of 
foods and beverages in the TFP market 
basket in each of the non-contiguous 
States and U.S. Territories?’’ and to 
explore development and application of 
a standardized approach for collecting 
sufficiently representative food price 
data. Study objectives include: 

1. Develop a detailed plan for 
collecting representative food price data 

in each of the non-contiguous States and 
U.S. Territories. 

2. Collect food price data in each of 
the non-contiguous States and U.S. 
Territories using the data collection 
approach developed. 

The study will use multiple methods 
to gather food price data, including: (1) 
Electronic retailer data (retailer- 
provided sales data from point-of-sale 
system, retailer-provided price data 
from inventory management system, 
commercial scanner data); (2) WIC EBT 
data; (3) Web scraped data (from retailer 
website); and (4) In-store survey data 
(field data collection). 

Affected Public: Members of the 
public affected by the data collection 
include: (1) State and local 
governments, (2) business for-profit 
agencies, and (3) business not-for-profit 
organizations. 

1. State and local governments: Staff 
from the 7 non-contiguous States and 
Territories (2 States and 5 U.S. 
territories) will participate in data 
collection activities. 

2. Business for-profit agencies: Staff 
from 244 retailers in the 7 non- 
contiguous States and Territories (39 in 
Alaska, 31 in American Samoa, 30 in 
CNMI, 36 in Guam, 40 in Hawaii, 42 in 
Puerto Rico, and 26 in U.S. Virgin 
Islands) will participate in the study. 

3. Business not-for-profit 
organizations: Staff from 21 
organizations in the 7 non-contiguous 
States and Territories will participate in 
the study. 

Estimated Number of Respondents 
The total estimated number of 
respondents for the study is 1,299: 546 
staff representing State and local 
government agencies, 732 staff from 
business for-profit organizations, and up 
to 21 business not-for-profit 
organizations. We anticipate all State 
government staff to be responsive to 
outreach. Of the 753 businesses 
contacted (732 for-profit and 21 not-for- 
profit), we anticipate 258 to be 
responsive and 495 to be nonresponsive. 
The breakdown of respondents follows: 

1. State and local staff: Of the 21 State 
staff contacted to participate in the 
study (7 SNAP/NAP staff, 7 WIC staff, 
7 Department of Health Staff), 21 staff 
are estimated to participate in the study 
and 0 to be nonresponsive. Of the 525 
local SNAP/NAP staff contacted to 
participate in the study, 525 are 
estimated to participate in the study and 
0 to be nonresponsive. 

2. Business for-profit organizations: 
Of the 732 business for-profit 
organizations contacted to participate in 
the study, 244 are estimated to 
participate in the study and 488 to be 
nonresponsive. 
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